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lost sight of the distinction between right and wrong. This

being the case, according to the judge’s interpretation, he ought
to have been considered guilty, and hanged. It becomes, there-

fore, of considerable importance to determine whether or not the
jury were right in acquitting the prisoner, the more so, as it may
be thought possible that the persons who composed it were un-
consciously influenced by his rank and social position.

After maturely weighing the facts of the case, and the evi-

dence, we believe that in this instance the plain common sense
of the jury has again triumphed over the difficulties with which
it had to contend, and that a verdict was given perfectly
consistent with the present state of science on the one hand,
and with the interests of society on the other. The labours

of modern pathologists have much improved our knowledge of
insanity, and more especially of its incipient stages. It is true
that we cannot point out the precise limit which separates
a healthy from a diseased action of the brain, but we have
arrived at a much clearer notion of the conditions which con-
stitute the one and the other. Those disorders of the moral

feelings which, when they are unaccompanied by hallucinations,
or incoherence of the ideas, were considered by writers even
of the last century not so much to constitute insanity as to

lead to it, and were generally designated under the head of
"melancholia," are now universally allowed to form one of
the most important species of insanity. Described by PiNEL and
EsQpiROL as forms of monomania, this- kind of insanity has
been still more carefully investigated by Dr. PRICHARD, who has
termed it, moral insanity. The range of moral insanity is very
great, as it extends from mere eccentricity to complete perversion
of all the moral feelings and sentiments. Great difficulty, there-
fore, will always be felt in legislating for those who are labouring
under this disorder. There can be no difference of opinion as to
the " legal irresponsibility" of those who become a prey to hallu-
einations, to acute mania, and of those whose ideas and words are
incoherent; they must be considered as completely irresponsible;
they are lunatics. This is not the case with reference to those
whose moral feelings only are perverted; we cannot consider
them as always and necessarily irresponsible ; the degree of in-
sanity may be so slight as to be scarcely recognisable, or the crime
may have been committed under the influence of well-founded

anger, revenge, jealousy, or any other passion. In doubtful cases

of this kind, we believe that much must be left to the jury, and
to a common-sense view of the individual facts of the case ; the

jury must weigh all the circumstances which transpire, consider
how far the criminal can be assimilated with an ordinary offender,
and act accordingly. It is, however, of the greatest importance,
that, in the exercise of their common sense, the members who
compose the jury should not be fettered or led astray by any such
extraordinary doctrine as that lately laid down by the judges.
There can be no doubt but that for a considerable time Mr.

TOUCHETT had been 11 morally" insane. He thought his friends
had turned against him; he was gloomy, miserable, and unhappy,
without a sufficient cause; he had latterly neglected his person,
and had long entertained ideas of suicide. The evidence of his
brother also shews that he had once or twice laboured under hallu-
cination. Another important point is, that there had been insanity
in his family. At last, he coolly assassinates a man against whom
he entertains no enmity whatever, and whom he knows not, in
order that he may be hanged, as he said at the time. Such a
man could not be made responsible for his actions; his death by the
law would have been a judicial murder, from which society would
have derived no benefit. It must always be kept in mind that the
object of criminal law is not to punish the culprit, but to deter
others from committing the like offence, or to separate him from
society, where his presence might be a continual source of danger.
If Mr. TOUCHETT had been condemned, he would have obtained
what he, in his insanity, wished - death. So far from his

punishment deterring others, it would have shewn to those whose
minds may now be deranged, perhaps without their friends being
aware of the fact, and who may be pursued by the same ideas of
suicide and murder, that-unprovoked assassination was a means of

gratifying their wishes, through the medium of the law. That
the details of Mr. TOUCHETT’S case will meet the eye of some

such persons is far from improbable, when we recollect how fond
individuals thus affected are of reading horrible trials, as evi-
denced by Mr. TOUCHETT himself. If so, his confinement for
life in a lunatic asylum will certainly tend to prevent them from
attempting to imitate his tragical conduct.

THE GOVERNMENT MEDICAL BILL.

MEETINGS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

MEDICAL PROTECTION ASSEMBLY.
EXETER HALL, NOV. 11.&mdash;MR. GEORGE ROSS IN THE CHAIR.

THE committee was numerously attended. We have not space to
report the discussion.

It was moved by Mr. WAKLEY, and carried unanimously, that
Dr. LYNCH be requested to open a communication, immediately,
with the presidents, or secretaries, of some of the chief medical
associations, requesting to be informed whether they are desirous
that there should be a meeting of medical delegates in London,
and at what period they consider that it would be most conve-
nient and most useful for them to assemble.

Dr. LYNCH stated that he would at once set to work for the
discharge of the duty which the committee had assigned to him.
The adjournment stands for Monday evening next, at 8 o’clock.

RESOLUTIONS RELATIVE TO THE BILL FOR THE
BETTER REGULATION OF MEDICAL PRACTICE,

Adopted by the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, at
an Extraordinary Meeting, held on llth October, 1844.

1. That the College testify their satisfaction that the bill for
the better regulation of medical education and practice, so long
expected, has at length been laid before the House of Commons,
and has had a first reading.

2. That this satisfaction has been increased by the knowledge,
that the two great principles of the measure-viz., a uniform
standard of education and qualification, and the abolition of all
local privileges, are those, for the recognition of which the
College have on various occasions contended, and expressed the
same opinion in petition to the legislature.

3. That the principles now specified, if carried fully into effect,
would confer a great benefit on the profession and the public, and
would remove the evils and remedy the abuses now existing, and
of which, for a long time past, there has been too good reason to
complain.
4. That in thus providing the public with a supply of fully-

qualified general practitioners, the College are of opinion that
Government is undertaking all that can be properly attempted by
legislative interference.

5. That the College have, with regret, observed that the part
of the bill which proposes to abolish the practice of prosecuting
unlicensed and unqualified practitioners, has given rise to great
alarm and a good deal of opposition. The College are inclined
to doubt the practicability of restraining unlicensed practice by
penal enactments, or the expediency of attempting to do so by
such means, and in this view they are strengthened by the fact,
that such powers, although vested in some of the public bodies
in Scotland, have for many years been allowed to lie dormant
without any practical inconvenience. But notwithstanding that
these are the sentiments of the College, yet, if it shall appear that
it is the desire of a large proportion of the intelligent members
of the profession to attempt to restrain such practitioners by
penal enactments,-rather than endanger the final success of a
measure otherwise so beneficial, the College are disposed not to
urge strongly their own opinions on this head. -

, 6. That while the College approve most cordially of the general
spirit and principles of the bill, they allow that in various details
it may be desirable to introduce certain changes and modifica-
tions not affecting its principles or leading details, and which, so
far from impairing the efficacy of the measure, would tend ma-
terially to facilitate its practical application. 
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7. That the best thanks of the College be conveyed to Sir
James Graham for the trouble and attention which he has
bestowed in the preparation of this bill, accompanied by a copy
of the foregoing resolutions, and an expression of the hope en-
tertained by the College, that the measure may be, at an early
period of the ensuing session of parliament, brought under the
consideration of the legislature, and finally passed into a law.

R. RENTON, President.R. RENTON, President.

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS,
EDINBURGH.

On " A Bill for the better Regulation of Medical Practice
throughout the United Kingdom." (Approved of, Oct. 4, 1844.)

THE Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh have observed,
with the greatest satisfaction, that the grievous impediments to
the practice of the healing art, arising from the faulty state of the
laws affecting the medical profession, of which the College have
so long unavailingly complained, have engaged the attention of
her Majesty’s advisers; and that a legislative remedy, proposed
by them, has been read a first time in parliament, and has been
printed for the information of all who take an interest in the sub-
ject of it.

It is satisfactory to the College to discover, that the proposed
bill is based on the great general principles which they have
so repeatedly urged upon the legislature as being of paramount
importance and necessity-viz., uniformity and sufficiency in the
amount of education required of candidates for medical qualifica-
tions ; uniformity and sufficiency in the strictness of the examina-
tions to which such candidates are subjected; and uniformity in
the privileges to which successful candidates are introduced, in
whatever division of the United Kingdom their education and
their qualifications may happen to have been acquired.

It is also a leading and a most important principle of the bill to
give to the persons thus qualified the advantage of exclusive
eligibility to medical offices in hospitals and other public institu-
tions, and to give to the public the advantage of knowing what
practitioners are qualified, by the registration and publication of
their names at stated periods.

It is the opinion of this Royal College that no measure of
medical reform ought to be satisfactory, either to the profession
or to the public, which does not embrace all these general prin-
ciples, and which does not utterly abrogate those partial and ex-
,elusive rights of medical incorporations, which, in certain parts
of the United Kingdom, have operated so injuriously as impedi-
ments to the selection, by the public, of well-educated medical
men for the performance of professional duties for which they
would otherwise have been preferred.
The College regret to find that the proposed bill has been

objected to by many respectable medical men, on account of its
not containing provisions for restraining unqualified persons, by
penalties, from practising the profession, The College consider
this matter to be subordinate in importance to the great leading
features of the bill already alluded to, that neither of the two
opposite views of it ought to be urged in such a way as to en-

danger the measure. On the point itself, the College have seen
no_cause to alter an opinion which they expressed unanimously, in
a report which they published four years ago-an opinion upon
which they have uniformly acted for a very long term of years,
11 that prosecutions will be found to fail in accomplishing the
object proposed," that " they may render the unqualified more
cautious in practising on public credulity, without making them
less successful ;" that they may even impart to their pretensions
a degree of fame and of importance, which those pretensions would
never acquire without such assistance, and that "they may have
an unfavourable impression on the character of the qualified, who
will be more likely to stand well with the unprofessional part of
the public if they have the magnanimity to despise this species of
artificial protection, and to rest their claims to public confidence
solely upon their professional talents and qualifications." In this
view, the College find themselves fortified by the concurrence of
Sir James Graham, of Mr. Warburton, and of most of those
members of parliament who have given attention to the subject.
The College trust that the arguments on both sides will be dis-
passionately considered by the committee on the bill, by whose
decision, whatever it may be, they are perfectly willing to abide.
The College farther resolved,
1st, That the Medical Reform Committee be authorized to

give every possible assistance, by petition or otherwise, to the
passing of the bill of Sir James Graham, with such alterations as
may seem expedient; provided always, that the great principles
on which it is based are in no degree impaired by such
alterations.

SHEFFIELD.
THE following is a copy of a petition at present in course of &pound;

signature in Sheffield and the neighbourhood, which has already
received the signatures of a very numerous and influential body
of the regularly-educated practitioners of medicine and surgery :-

" To the Honourable the Commons, &c.
" The Petition of the undersigned Medical Practitioners of

Sheffield and its neighbourhood, humbly sheweth,- -

" That your petitioners are legally qualified members of the
medical profession, resident in Sheffield and its neighbourhood.

" That they desire to express their high approbation of the
general principle of the bill lately introduced into your honour-
able house by Sir James Graham, for the better regulation of
medical practice throughout the United Kingdom.

" That for themselves, they utterly disclaim, as impracticable,
any attempt to suppress quackery by law; and ask for no pro-
tection to their profession further than what the said bill gua- 
rantees.

" That as to the public welfare, this they are thoroughly con
vinced cannot be consulted in any better or surer way than by
promoting the education, and consequent elevation, of the medical
practitioner.

" This important end, they are of opinion, will be effectually
accomplished by the said bill; and therefore humbly pray your
honourable house that the same may pass into law, with such
modifications in the constitution of the’ Council of Health and
Medical Education,’ as your honourable house may deem proper,
in order more completely to identify the said council with the
interests of the general bodv of medical practitioners.

" And your petitioners will ever pray," &c. &c.

YORK.
AT a meeting of the medical profession of York, held at the

Dispensary, Oct. 26, 1844, for the purpose of taking into conside-
ration the bill introduced into Parliament by Sir James Graham,
- Dr. GOLDIE in the chair, the following resolutions were
adopted :-

1. That this meeting views with satisfaction the attention di-
rected by her Majesty’s Government to the state of the medical
profession, and tenders its thanks to Sir James Graham for allow-
ing its members a full opportunity of considering the details of
the Bill for the better Regulation of Medical Practice.

2. That this meeting believes that the establishment of a
Council of Health and Medical Education, and of a system of re-
gistration, will greatly benefit the profession, but is of opinion that
the general practitioner should be fully represented in the pro-
posed council.

3. That in the opinion of this meeting it is expedient that the
body of general practitioners take part in the examination of the
practitioners of their own grade, and for this purpose that the
licentiates in medicine and surgery of each division of the United
Kingdom should be incorporated.

4. That in the opinion of this meeting the public cannot com-
petently estimate the skill of the regular and irregular practi-
tioner, and hence no bill will adequately meet the wants of society,
and protect the interests of the profession, which shall not con-
tain provisions for preventing the practice of medicine by those
who have not undergone the examinations required of the regis-
tered practitioner.

5. That as laws have been enacted against the practice of me-
dicine by unqualified individuals, and enforced from time to time
in this country and in France, the Netherlands, Germany, Italy,
and other European nations, it is expedient that an inquiry be
made into the operation and results of these laws, so that past
legislative experience may be rendered subservient to more effec-
tual legislation.

6. That petitions, in conformity with these resolutions, be
presented at the commencement of next session, to both houses of
parliament.

7. That copies of these resolutions be sent to Sir James Graham
and to the members for the city.

8. That the following gentlemen be appointed a committee to
watch the progress of the bill, and to take such steps as shall ap-
pear expedient-viz., Drs. Goldie, Laycock, and Thurnam ;
Messrs. Anderson, Husband, Williams, and William Matter-
son, jun.

BATH.

AT a meeting of the medical profession of the city of Bath and
its vicinity, held at the Assembly Rooms, on Tuesday, October
the 29th, for the purpose of taking into consideration " A Bill
for the better Regulation of Medical Practice throughout the
United Kingdom,"&mdash;GEORGE NORMAN, Esq. F.R.C.S., Senior


